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Ethiopia: Background 

ÅPopulation: 83 million (85% rural) 

ÅOver 2.5 million people are added every year 

ÅGDP per capita 370 USD  

ÅOn track towards achieving MDGs 4 & 6, i.e., 

improving child survival & combating HIV/AIDS, 

malaria, and tuberculosis 

ÅHowever, improving maternal health related 

MDG 6 remains a challenge 

 



Trends in U5 and Neonatal Mortality 
Rates in Ethiopia 
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Under-5 mortality rate 

Neonatal mortality rate 
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Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) Trend 







Health Extension Program (HEP) 

ωLaunched in 2004 to improve  access and equity to primary 

health care  

ω It aims at transferring ownership and responsibility of 

improving health to individual households 

ωTwo female HEWs, with one year pre-service  

     training, posted at Health Post to   

     serve 1,000 HHs (5,000 population) 

 



Evolution of HEP 
2004/

2008 

ESHE 

Å Train and deploy 30,000 HEWs 

Å Mainly primitive and preventive care: focused on hygiene, 

sanitation, family planning & immunization 

Å Model family training 

Å Community health promoters (CHP)  

2009 Å Safe & clean delivery 

Å Implanon training launched  

Å CHP density increased from 1:50 HHs to 1:30 HHs (*) 

2010 Å Implanon scale-up 

Å ICCM launched (*) 

2011 Å ICCM scale-up (*) 

Å IRT ï community based maternal & newborn care (*) 

Å Health development army (HDA)  

Å Primary Health Care Unit 

2012- Å Institutional delivery: Ambulance & BEmONC (*) 

Å Neonatal sepsis pilot (*) 

(*) L10K & IFHP facilitated and supported 



L10K  Project 

Goal:   

Strengthen the bridge between Ethiopian families, 
communities and the HEP and contribute to the achievement 
of sustainable Maternal, Neonatal and Child Health (MNCH) 
improvements at scale 

 

Project Period:  

The past: Oct 2007 ς  Sep 2012 

 

The present: Oct 2012 ς June 2015 

(supplemental period) 

  

 

     



L10K  Project 
Principles: 
ωWorks closely with the Ethiopian government, 

development partners, and provides technical and 
financial support to 12 civil society organizations 

ωProvides grants and technical support to 12 local CSOs to 
ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǘǎ ΨǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳΩ  

ωImplements community based strategies to improve 
interactions between households (HHs), communities 
and the Ethiopian health systems to                         
improve MNCH at scale 

ωDemonstrates community based                                 
models for evidence based scale-up 

 



L10K Project Coverage 

L10K Platform funded by Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

Region  Woredas  
Pop. (in 
millions)  

% of 
Total 
Pop.  

Amhara  
35  4.7  27  

Oromiya  
35  3.6  13  

SNNP 
30  3.0  20  

Tigray   15  1.7  40  

Total   115  13.0  20  



L10K Community Strategies: The Past 
 


